SHELL
4000
RALLY

By Trant Jarman

The continentwas crossed
in seven stages, each one
punctuated with problems

For its second running, the Trans-
Canada Rally picked up a new
name (above) for Shell Oil became
its organizer as well as sponsor. The
new name is becomingly modest—
the actual distance was 4,122 miles.
Here is a day-by-day account:

1--MONTREAL to TORONTO

Rain and drizzle and darkness and
French-Canadian road signs. The
route led north and west, an all-night
struggle with road-instruction com-
plexities. Averages were high, routes
narrow and twisting with mud and
water splashes and fog. Dawn came
in Ontario, and the route eased. At
the finish in Toronto, the accelera-
tion and braking test was held under
a bright sun.

Standings: Points Lost
Doyen/Gibbs-Chevy 11 0
Ryan Kerry-Austin-Cooper 3
Bunch/Gallop-Citroén ID 4
Jarman/Hambly-Chevy II 5
Jones, Lalonde-Lark 11

2—TORONTO to SAULT ST. MARIE

Sixteen hours of steady driving
were interrupted by an hour of ex-
citement; near North Bay the route
led off into 40 miles of mud and
bumps. We saw the Lemieux/Wilson
Acadian 6 (Canadian version of the
Chevy II) enter a placid-looking
muddy splash, then drop into a
hidden hole, reappear and give birth
to its gas tank, leaving it in front of
us as we went in. We missed the
tank but left two spotlights beside
it—torn off by the same hole. Min-
utes later, Chenhall and Wilson in
another Acadian careened through
the hole and onto the abandoned
tank. This tore theirs off in turn.

JULY, 1962

John Jones and Lou Lalonde churn their factory-entered Studebaker Lark to victory.
In last year’s Trans-Canada, this sales manager-lithographer team finished second.

Having a reserve tank. they went on,
leaving theirs for Lemieux and Wil-
son—all very equitable.

Later, Doyen and Gibbs missed a
route control after running abso-
lutely clean. This tiny lapse cost
them the rally—everywhere else
they ran like winners. Ryan and
Kerry in an Austin-Cooper moved
into the lead, earning respect for
this race driver’s obviously serious
first attempt at rallying. The Bunch/
Gallop Citroén got lost and we
moved into second and nervousness.

Ryan/Kerry 9
Jarman/Hambly 13
Bunch/Gallop 17
Jones/Lalonde 20
Dempsey/McLennan 34

3—SAULT ST. MARIE to WINNIPEG

You could have shot a puck from
Sault St. Marie and scored a goal
in Port Arthur. The ice demanded
gently exact techniques to hurry
successfully. Occasionally we had
long straight-line slides, wind-caused
and quite stable. Then the wind
would drop and we would gently
nudge the car back into line,

Ryan/Kerry 9
Jarman/Hambly 13
Jones/Lalonde 20
Dempsey/McLennan 34
Polivka,/Bick 46

The rally had now established its
character. Each day miles of bore-
dom necessary to cover the wvast
country. Each day lurking within
this boredom a short but violent
section typifying the worst of the
prairies or the foothills.

4+—WINNIPEG to SASKATOON

An uneventful day, mostly spent
getting across the prairies to more
useful rally country. A regularity
section over back roads proved dis-
astrous to Ryan/Kerry and me and
Hambly. Peter had to dig a road of
some length to get his Austin-
Cooper through snow. We got lost,
missed a route check and had to go
back 50 miles—it cost us 50 points.

Jones, Lalonde 26
Ryan/Kerry 37
Polivka/Bick 47
Chenhall /Wilson 56
McLean/Leathem 84

5 SASKATOON to CALGARY

In the muddy trails of the foothills
outside of Calgary, the route became
impassable. Everyone had to double
back and find an alternative. The
entire Renault team got stuck in the
mud. Working as a team, they got
unglued and made it together to
Calgary—but late. The luck of
where you were running, the skill
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