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1966 SHELL 4000 RALLY

MORE CLOSED SECTIONS ON RUGGED INTERNATIONAL EVENT.
FROM VANCOUVER TO QUEBEC CITY — APRIL 30th TO MAY 6th

[J Every year since 1961, when Shell Canada Limited
first agreed to sponsor the annual 4000-mile rally for
all makes and models of cars, rally organizers for the
company have promised competitors that they would
be engaged in the most demanding test of man and
machine ever devised in North America.

For openers, the rally will take competitors to new
parts of Canada untouched in the five prior events.
Ottawa, the nation’s capital, will be a stopping point
for the first time as will the finishing point in Quebec
City, the farthest point East in the history of the
colorful “4000".

Add in eight closed sections — six were all that
were used last year — increase the number of classes
for cars from four to six, boost the prize money to over
$12,500 and you have the most rewarding and demand-
ing car rally this side of the Monte Carlo.

Of course, the rally has to be of international calibre
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or it wouldn’t even be considered as one of five count-
ing toward the World Rally Championship. Strange,
too, that European stars who dominate rally competi-
tion elsewhere have trouble in Canada and, so far, have
watched homebrews win most of the laurels.

Yet, the internationally famous have come close.
Belgium’s Olivier Gendebien, greatly responsible for
helping solidify rallying as a demanding yet fun sport
for the average car owner, came close on three oceca-
sions. Henry Taylor, a former grand prix racing driver
from England, made a formidable challenge last year,
yet settled for third place behind two Toronto-based
Ccrews.

Canadians, therefore, are extremely good rallyists
and until someone can conclusively prove otherwise,
they're tops in North America. Only once, in 1963, did
Canadian drivers have to settle for second place. An
American crew — Dick Doyen and Clay Gibbs from
Wisconsin — topped a field of 47 starters with a
Chevy II.

Other than that reversal of form, Canadian, and
Toronto crews in particular, have dominated the Shell
4000. Six years ago, when the first cross-country rally
was formed through the joint efforts of the British
Columbia International Trade Fair and Shell, a Cana-
dian crew piloted a Studebaker from Montreal to Van-
couver, leading 91 out of 106 starters.

The following year, 1962, the event was called, as
it is known today, the “Shell 4000” and motorsport
authority Jim Gunn was hired by Shell to organize
the event since the company undertook sole sponsor-
ship. His planning of the rally, along with some fitfull
weather conditions, only permitted 24 of 42 starters
to reach Vancouver. Studebaker wrapped up a second
victory, but this time Torontonians Lou Lalonde and
John Jones were the guiding geniuses.

It was 1963 that the U.S. crew won. The rally had
changed direction, going East to Montreal and the
number of days was reduced from seven to six. That
year also marked the inclusion of the event into the
Royal Automobile Club’s world championship.

Many innovations were instituted by Gunn and
newly-installed rally manager Peter Bone for 1964.
Of major significance was the inclusion into the rally
of “closed sections” which European crews almost
demand as a necessity in rallying.

Klaus Ross and John Bird, a Toronto crew, led
Volvo to an unprecedented team sweep in 1964 going
from Vancouver to Montreal. Ross and Bird won
again last year.

The direction for 1966 is reversed again. A field of
more than 60 cars will leave Vancouver April 30,
stopping overnight at Calgary, Saskatoon, Winnipeg,
Sault Ste. Marie and Ottawa before reaching Quebec
City on May 6.

Since the route goes deep into the heart of French
Canada, it will be no surprise to find an unusually
large delegation of rallyists entered from the province
of Quebec. For instance, Richard Drouin, Quebec City,
will lead a team of Renaults. Another top Quebec
rallyist is Florent Guibealt who won this year's tough
Rallye de Neiges. A crack European woman rallyist
will be on hand, Ireland’s Rosemary Smith, and she
will drive a Sunbeam Imp. A team of English-made
Ford Cortinas are entered and will be headed by Mac-
Lennan and Wilson. In 1955, the first Japanese entry
competed. This year, Datsun has entered in an effort
to claim the coveted Manufacturer’s title.

As soon as the first car rolls off the starting ramp
at Vancouver’'s Queen Elizabeth Theatre, the best rally
yet could unfold right here in Canada.
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