RONTO FIREMAN; JOHN

WILSON IS AN ASSISTANT
PROFESSOR IN THE DEPART-
MENT OF COMPUTER SCIENCE
AT THE UNIVERSITY OF WA-
TERLOO. This wouldn’t mean much
if MacLennan and Wilson didn’t like
to drive cars — but they do, which
meant trouble for the 59 other crews
that challenged them in this year’s
running of the world’s longest car
rally. These 59 crews collapsed and
crashed, they blew up and they
bogged down, they got lost and they
rolled, and at the end only 26 sur-
vived. But leading the survivors, the
winners of the 1966 ‘Shell 4000,” were
a Toronto fireman and an assistant
university professor.

Driving for six days, over 4,100
miles of some of the most disastrous
roads any continent can offer, Mac-
Lennan and Wilson led a team of
Ford-Lotus Cortinas to First, Third,
and Ninth overall, and the manufac-
turers team prize. Their perform-
ance provided a classic confronta-
tion between a well-planned, well-
executed team operation, and the
dogged determination of individual,
and unsupported, private owners.

The 1558-cc Lotus Cortinas were
entered by Ford of Canada, and pre-
pared by Paul Cooke, crew chief of
Chuck Rathgeb’s Comstock Racing
Team of Toronto. Cooke acted as
team manager en route, assisted by
former Ford of Canada driver Lloyd
Howell and Ford of England com-
petition director Henry Taylor. It is
also a matter of record that Cooke
prepared the Anglia in which Mac-
Lennan and Wilson won this year’s
Canadian Winter Rally and the
Mustang they drove to second place
in last year’s Shell 4000. MacLennan
and Wilson had originally been de-
clared winners last year, but were
displaced to Second on a successful
appeal by Klaus Ross and John Bird
in a factory Volvo.

It was perhaps poetic justice that
while MacLennan and Wilson should
win this year, their strongest chal-
lenge should come from a privately-
entered Volvo driven by Ewan (Pip)
Graham and Henry Acteson, from
Alberta. Last year they finished
Fourth overall and took the private
entry award, and this year they
moved up to Second overall to win
the same award again.

A factor designed to even out the
competition between factory and
independent entries —and at the
same time make the rally a genuine
test of the machinery —is the
approach toward servicing. Unlike
European rallies, where factory cars
are serviced with the logistics of a
military operation, the Shell 4000
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It was an epic
battle of survival
that lasted
for over 4000 miles on
the worst roads
in North America!

places an outright ban on service
crews. They must not be seen any-
where on the route, let alone touch
the cars from the moment the rally
starts until the moment it finishes.
Only at night, for a brief 15 minutes
in the impound area, can they pro-
vide their crews with advice and
tools — and then only from behind
a barrier sealing off the parc ferme.
Even competitors are forbidden
from working on their cars on dead
time (such as a lunch stop), and
must make all repairs on rally time,
with the clock relentlessly ticking
off the minutes.

This whole service bit would be
funny if it weren’t so serious. Such
was the rivalry among the major
teams that Q-cars trailed competi-
tors out of towns to make sure they
didn’t stop in to visit their ‘Friendly
Brand-X Dealer’. Competitors shad-
owed each other, even off route, to
check on hanky-panky. And non-
Shell service stations did a roaring
trade in instant pit stops. All this
despite the fact that engine, trans-
missions, differentials, and genera-
tors/alternators were all sealed by
the organizers at the start, with
heavy penalties for missing or
broken seals.

This year’s Shell 4000 attracted
60 starters, with manufacturers’
teams, in addition to the Cortinas,
of three Fiat 850 coupes, three
Renault Gordini R-8s, and three
Datsun Sports 1600s from the Nis-
san Motor Co. Individual factory
entries included a Sunbeam Imp for
Rosemary Smith of Ireland and Ann
Coombe of Toronto, a Barracuda for
Scott Harvey of Dearborn Heights
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and Mike Kerry of Toronto, and a
Jeep Wagoneer (two-wheel drive)
for Peter Lerch and Blair Bunch
of Quebec.

Backing up the factory entries to
some extent were 15 cars entered by
automobile dealers and accessory
firms. The remaining 30 cars— ex-
actly half the field — came from
private owners. And of these, nine
were all-American erews competing
for a special trophy presented by the
National Road Rally Association.

The cars were divided into six
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