SHELL DIARY. Ed Deak

April 30, The QueenE, Plaza is buz-
zing with the throng of thousands, who
came to wish "Bon Voyage' to the
sixty starting crews, The cars roll
up on the ramp, one aifter the other,
take their two minutes in the Ilimelight
and then start off into the early evening,

The tension is terrific, but we all are
full of confidence. Some of us will be
out in a few hours, a few days, but
some will roll up on that ramp in Quebec
City and we all want to be the ones.

The lower Mainland is a mass of check-
points, some only a few minutes away
from each other, Penalty points are
doled out with both hands and we take
our share,

Some already are hopelessly lost, al-
though route finding is the leastproblem
in the 4000, The Lotus-Cortina of
Wietzes and Davies has a flat just be-
fore the Sumas Min. checkpoint and
loses valuable time.

The procession moves onto the Trans
Canada Hwy, and the crews can re-
lax until Princeton. There's plenty of
time to read and calculate ahead in the
instructions,

We take the old gravel road East of
the Similkameen, then down past Kere-
meos we climb into the dust choked
valleys toward Oliver. The dust, stir-
red up by four dozen cars ahead, is
so thick, that we have to stop some-
times, as we can't see which way the
road goes. The Merriman & Peters
Chevy roars up from behind and dis-
appears into the swirling whiteness.
Just what he can see we'll never know,
but we shall most likely see some of
these superfast drivers yet.

Flares in the distance: the Mustang
of McMahon & Dempsey and the ladies
Duimel & Jackman with their Cortina
are leaning side by side into the ditch,
We meet the tow truck on the way to
help them, There's' little percentage in
trying to fight this dust, it is likely to
come out on top.

Behind Bridesville it is back into the
dusty hills again. Wietzes is just ahead
and we lose precious time. A large
stone looms up on a sharp downhill
lefthander. Don cuts to the side of the
road and we come to a grinding halt,
It takes an awful long time before we
inch the car outand take off behind the
flock.

The first Closed Section, where the
fastest car in the class is unpenalized
and everybody else gets one point for
every six seconds, is over the Cas-
cades road. We learn that our team
mates Saunders & Greenfield are out
with the car off the road.

TRY A WINNING CORTINA!
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