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- FROM THE RALLY SEAT
. by Chris Dyer

| +hink most people are, by new, aware that fthe Shell Centennial 4000 Rally
is Jjust around the corner and a good many people have had a peek at the entry
|1st, which This year, contains no less than 97 enftries, of which |4 are from
the Prairie Region., Two from Winnipeg, 2 fron Saskatchewan and the remaining 10
trom Alberfta. (That is if one considers Harry Baker/Russ Thomas an Alberta entry,
Harry is presently stationed in Quebec and Russ, of course is still an Edmontonian.

Perhaps a general infroduction of enftrants is in order, as | have heard some
stray rumors about abandening the May 4th C.5.C.C. Club meeting and creating a
sort of mass exodus To the City of Red Deer, where fthe Shell Rally will have it's
2nd overnight stop as the Rally will not pass through Calgary this year. In this
case, it wouid be nice to know who is who, so here iT is in numerica! order,

The Rally will be led by:

#10| John Beelen/Don Ackerman, Toronto - Fiat 850 Coupe
Don is quite well known in Prairie Region racing circles as a keen racing
competitor., Don has, this year, for *he first 4000 traded seats and is
determined, | think to pilot this Tiny, but very reliable car To the finish.
Being in the front with such a small car, we wish them luck.

#102  Klaus Ross/John Bird - Datsun 300 Sedan
Fresh from an overall victory in this years Winter Rally, This crew has
again gone "Ford-hunting". They are the '64 and '65 Shell winners, Then
in a Volvo, and are generally considered one of the best rally crews Canada
has to offer. Barring mechanical failures, with which Rcss was plagued
last year, in his Datsun 1600, | will place just about any wagers That they
will be in The "Top three" at the finish in Monfreal.

#1033 Bob Allison/Herb Ashley, Saskatoon - Mustang GT
. Bob is a newscaster in Saskatoon. He and Herb have the distinction of being
the first of the Prairie Region Entries. This is their first 4000 venture.

#|06 Bob Dunwoodie/John O'Dwyer, Vancouver - VW |13 (1500 Beetle)
Bob and John are certainly no strangers to Alberta and B.C, rallyists, or
for that matter, to the rest of the country, and they have justly, this
year, merited one of the team VW's. Both are very prominent in the B.C,
Region and recently placed 2nd in the Thunderbird Rally. John is a
veteran of several 4000's, | think we can look werward fo an excellent
performance by these fTwo.

#110 Diana Carter-Polivka/Barbara Jean Jack - Rambler Rebel
Heading off the Rembler team, Diana needs nc infroduction to motor sport fans
as she is a many Time winner of the Coupe des Dames in the Shell Rally.
There is little or no doubt that she will do well This year and become a
credit to the first venture of Rambler infoc fhe field of motorsport.

i Ted Kendal!l/John Pearce, Nova Scotia - Austin 100
This crew won the 1966 Shell Centennial Rally awards for That Region.
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Hart+ Gee/ Dennis Johnson, Quebec - Renault R8

Fresh from a third overall in The Winter Rally, Hart and Dennis will, in
all liklihood put up a fine performance in Class |. Hart is no stranger to
+he Shell 4000, or to a Renault, in which he has competed successfully for

several years.

Fritz Hochreuter/Lutz Ecker, Agincourt, - VW 1500 TS

Fritz has competed with a fine degree of success in several Shell Rallies,
although they are up against tough competition in Class Ill, they can be
counted on to finish near the top. Fritz finished as 3rd private entry

last year.

Jacques Duval/Robin Edwardes, Quebec - Citroen DS 2|

Dubal, a well known Eastern racing driver, has been selected to head the 7!
first of the Citroen team this year with Robin Edwardes., Robin, an excellent
navigator of Ford fame, has:shown such notorieties as Henry Taylor and Roger
Calrke the way in past 4000's. He placed 3rd overall in '65 and '66.

Norm Van Louie/Wm Hayson, Vancouver - Alfa Romeo.

Winners of the B.C. Region Shell Centennial Rally awards, they show a great
deal of courage in taking the Alfa in this year's Shell. | believe this to
beutheir first venture in this event.

Frank Curran/Ron Carney, Ontario - Rambler Rebel

Winners o the best private award in the '"63 and '64 Shell 4000's, Frank
and Ron have got to be The "Ace" crew on the Rambler Team. They seem to
finally have traded their fTrusty old Peugeot 404 for a new 204 model with
which they finished 10th in the Winter Rally. It will be interesting to
see what they can do n a '"big'car.

Anita Taylor/Terry Gillies - Ford Lotus Cortina

Although she has no major rally successes behind her, it should be interest-
ing to see what one of Britian's better female racing drivers can do in the
Shell when left with a capable. navigator such as Terry Gillies, who has not
only been in past Shell Rallies, but is also widely considered one of
Canada's finest, (editors note: best locking) female navigators.

Roger Clark/Jim Peters - Ford Lotus Cortina.

Roger is internationally known and respected for his ability to finish high
in the chips in major rallies a | over the world. |+ is indeed nice o

see Roger back competing .in Canada., It only serves to commend the Shel |
4000 Rally. Although | know very little of Jim, he must be good or Paul
Cooke would not let him in the "Ford fold". | would look for these two fo
be another team in the "top three".

Pat Onions/Doug McLellan, North Bay - Triumph 2000

For several years the Standard Triumph Motor Company has received lots of
good publicity through Pat's efforts with Triumphs of various descriptions.
Both are veterans of previous Shell Rallies. In view of their past
performances, they might well be very successful in fhe privare caregory.

Klaus Bartels/Fred Anderka, Ontario - VW |13

Bringing up the rear guard of the "Unstickables'" is Bartels and Anderka
who have done extremely weel in the past Winter Rallies. There is a good
chance that they might well get Comstock Team Manager, Paul Cook, somewhat
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upset with the possibility of some sleepless nights if the weather gets
as rough as the VW team manager hcpes it will. '

Peter Allen/Ron Lynch, Red Deer - Falcon Sports Coupe

The first of the ten Alberta enfries is headed off with Peter and Ron who
have both done very well in various Alberta and Naticonal events. Both were
entered by Rio Vista Ford of Red Deer in last year's event but did not
finish, Rio Vista deserves great commendation for their devotion to the
sport.

Harry Baker/Russ Thomas, Quebec - Edmonton, MGB

Baker, a run-away Albertan, has this year fteamed up with an old rival from
the Regicnal rally scene. Both are top-flight rallyists on fthe Prairies.
This is Russ' first Shell, whereas Harry competed in the same MGB last year
and finished with Mike Hogben.

. Gere Henderson/Doug Gallop, Dearborn - Toronto, Lotus Cortina.

This crew has been together for & couple of years now and have done extremely
well, they finished 5th overall in last years event. Gene has competed in
the Monte Carlo Rally and finished 2nd in class, if | remember correctly, in
March, 1964, They have this year, for the first time, abandoned their
American compacT cars (Falcon and Valiant) in favour of a Lotus Cortina.

| would normally favour them for first in private class, but they are in

a very heavy class this year, but that, does by no means mean that they
cannot overcome tThe odds in favour of the two works fTeams.

John Griffiths/Peter White, Calgary - Ford Anglia Super.

Both John and Peter who have rallied a good deal in Britian, are both top
flight drivers, in their Anglia. They are the only Anglia not prepared by
Comstock, which no doubt will be a handicap. This is fTheir first attempt aft
the Shell Rally. Their car should, for all practical purposes, be very
distinguishable by a very large and unusual sign on the rear of their car...

Rosemary Smith/Ann Combe, Sunbeam Imp

This crew, at whom the aforementioned sign is directed, are very heavily
favoured to win their class,as they did last year and they might succeed

in a bit higher position than last year (8th overall). They are without

a doubt out To fry for a repeat Coupe des Dames win, as They did last year
when they put an end to Diana Carter's winning ways. Rosemary won the "65
Tulip Rally in Holland cutright beating the best rally drivers in the

world today with an Imp. |In fact she has done so well with this car that
she is becoming a legend with Rootes of England, and most certainly already
synonomous with the trade mark "imp".

Scott Harvey/Mike Kerry = Barracuda

This crew makes for yet another Can-American successful crew, with more
rally successes than can be mentioned here. Scott has been competing

in nearly all previous She!l Rallies and done very well in all of Them.

He has also done a sting in Europe with the Monte Carlo Rally. Mike is
also a Shell veteran, having navigated several times for Olivier Gendebien
of Belgium, when Volve had their works entries at their successful best

in tThis event.

Dick Bartels/Tom Stippard, Edmonton - Volvo
This crew is the result of a very successful merger which took place during
1966, Dick should prove worthy of the challenge the 4000 presents with his








