.

Scott Harvey, staff engineer for Chrysler Corporation, has been

involved with sports cars for many years. He has twice won the |f you Wa nt to

SCCA National Rally Championship, the SCCA Central Division

Sedan Racing Championship, and the big car class on the Shell be Com peti‘tive in

4000 Rally. In 1966 he took the award for best aggregate per=

formance on closed sections on the Shell Rally and directed the T -t t' | -t
Star-Fish Racing Team of Barracudas on the Trans-American In erna Iona = ype
cirewit. He has built cars for several different types of events. . y

Many of the performance items described below, although helpful, ra | l | eS’ yo u d

would be unnecessary in any competition in North America ex-

cept the FIA Championship-status Shell 4000 Rally. bet‘te r Sta rt by
AR PREPARATION FOR ANY-COMPETITION IS USU- b 1 I d I

CALLY A COMPROMISE. Preparing a car for an interna- re UI Ing your
tional rally-is no exception. In fact, the variables involved

may require having the best all-around prepared car of any event Ca r from the

in the world. For example, the roads used on the Shell 4000 rally )

in Canada range from the deep-rutted, twenty-mile-an-hour log- grou nd u p l

"

ging roads of Ontario to the near ideal surfaces of the St. Jovite
and Westwood race circuits to the deep sand and gravel trails of
the Sandilands ‘closed section’ in Manitoba, where big-engined
cars hit 130 down the long straights. Temperature conditions
may vary from an eighty-degree afternoen in British Columbia
to a near-zero, pre-dawn start in the Prairie Provinces.

- Pre-rally preparation is becoming most important in North |
America, because regulations concerning ‘service crews’ have
become quite restrictive over the past few years. In most cases,
the service crew, at best, can provide tools, parts, and verbal
assistance,

The first decision one has to make in order to compete is: with
what car, and what engine size? For many people there is no
choice, but if you are fortunate enough to have several cars or
engine sizes available, look over the regulations for the chosen
event, because they change from year to year. For instance, the
use of studded tires was banned on the 1967 Canadian Winter
Rally (see pages 31-34), severely handicapping the larger cars.
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