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Dead-end Track For
Shell Car Rally ?

Returns On $200,000 Event Not

Oil Coinpany ?

The first car of the 1968 cross-
Canada rally will roll down the
ramp at 7 p.m. June 1 in Calgary
amid reports that the 4,000-mile
_spectacle may be in trouble.

People close to the rally organ-
ization say the sponsors, Shell Oil
Canada, Ltd., feel they are not
getting enough return on their an-
nual investment of about $200,000.

Shell is reported seeking a pro-
gressive cutdown of its sponsor-
ship, putting up only 75 per cent
of the cost next year and gradual-
ly reducing this. If co-sponsors
are not lined up before the time
for planning next years’ event,
Shell may drop out entirely before
then.

Almost from the beginning in
1961, when Shell sponsored the
first rally in conjunction with
the British Columbia Internation-
al Trade Fair, company officials
have been disturbed about the
amount of exposure afforded the
company name in news reports ot
the event.

The problem is one which af-
fects sport’'s on every level, from
the mneighborhood grocer who
sponsors a Little League ball club
to industrial firms which back ral-
lies or races or send hockey teams
Jto international tournaments.

Too Attractive For

More than 100 cars entered the
first 4,000-mile Canadian rally,
Montreal to Vancouver, in 1961,
and most of them made it.

The following year, with the
same starting and finishing

.points, 42 cars started. Only 24

reached the destination but most
o them took home some of the
$6,000 total purse.

The rally went the other way in
1963, and 42 of 47 starters finish-
ed the six-day grind.

The rally was brought up to Eu-
ropean standards in 1964 — vis-
iting drivers had been complain-

ing that there was little challenge

in the 4,000. Closed sections were
introduced and cars had to go at
speed through these on the Van-
couver-Montreal journey. Of 60
starters, 44 made it for part of the
$10,000 prize money.

In 1965, 64 cars lined up in
Montreal but only 37 survived the
snow and dust storms to reach
Vancouver.

A route switch was introduced
in 1966 and the cars went from
Vancouver to Quebec City. Only
26 out of 60 made it.

The centennial rally in 1967
drew 100 entries out of Vancou-
ver. Only 42 rolled up to the fin-

ish line at Expo 67.

This year, the prize money to-
tals more than $13,000.

F'or the first time, the takeoff
point is Calgary and the finish
line is Halifax with overnight

Iy
'stops in Regina, Fort William,

Sudbury, Ont., Sherbrooke, Que.,
and Saint Jobhn, N.B.

Seventy-seven crews have enter-
ed, with the possibility of more to

(Turn to page seven, please)

(Contir. 4 from page 8)
core,
. There are three manufactu:
entries in the field — Dat:
Toyota and American Motors.
far, 14 of the cars are of Japar
manufacture,.

Organizer Jim Gunn sees
new stretch as the one to sort
the cars and drivers,

“The Eastern Townships c¢c
be rough,” Gunn says.
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77 Cars To Try
Cross-Canada Run

HALIFAX cp)
Seventy-seven cars are entered
in the 4,000 mile cross-Canada
auto rally which this year will
take competitors from Calgary
to Halifax June 1-7.

Organizer Jim Gunn of Toron-
to told a news conference here
Monday the route selected for
the rally, billed as North
America’s toughest, will include
some of the roughest back roads
in the country.

This is the first time the Ma-
ritimes have been included in
the rally route. Up for grabs
will be $14,000 in prize money.

Overnight stops are scheduled
in Regina, Fort William, Ont.,

Sudbury, Ont., Sherbrooke, Que.
and Saint John, N.B.

The rally has attracted some
of the biggest names in the
sport, including Ireland’s Paddy
Hopkirk, winner of the 1964
Monte Carlo rally. His naviga-
tor will be Mike Kerry of Toron-
to.

Two-time winners Kalaus
Ross of Montreal and John Bird
of Toronto will also be entered.
Another high-rated team in-
cludes Paul MacLellan of Toron-
to and Jim Peters of Burlington,
Ont. MacLennan drove to victo-
ry with John Wilson in 1966
while Pelers navigated for last
year's winner, Roger Clarke of
England.
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4000
Will Be
Toughest

HALIFAX (CP)

' Seventy-seven cars are enlered
in the 4,000 mile cross-Canada
auto rally which this year will
take competitors from Calgary
to Halifax June 1-7.

Organizer Jim Gunn of Toron-
to told a news conference hera
Monday the roufe selected for
the rally, billed as North
America’s toughest, will include
some of the roughest back roads
in the country.

This is the first time the Ma-
ritimes have been included in
the rally route. Up for grabs
will be $14,000 In prize money.

Overnight stops are scheduled
in Regina, Fort William, Ont.,
Sudbury, Ont., Sherbrooke, Qua.
and Saint John, N.B.

The rally has attracted some
»f the biggest names in the
sport, including Ireland’s Paddy
{opkirk, winner of the 1964
vonte Carlo rally. His naviga-
or will be Mike Kerry of Toron-
0.

Two-time winners Kalaus
Ross of Montreal and John Bird
»f Toronto will also be entered.
Another high-rated team iu-
cludes Paul MacLellan of Toron-
to and Jim Peters of Burlington,
Ont. MacLennan drove to victo-
vy with Joan Wilson in 1968
while Peters navigaied for last
vear's winner, Roger Clarke of
England.

Gunn predicts that only 40 ol
the 77 cars entered will finish
this year’s grinding rally, Last
vear only 42 of 93 cars managed
io cross the finish line at Expa
‘67 in Montreal.
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Barely Half Will Complete
Cross-Canada Rally—Gunn

HALIFAX (CP)
Seventy-seven cars are entered
in the 4,000 mile cross-Canadz
auto rally which this year will
take competitors from Calgary
to Halifax June 1-7.

Organizer Jim Gunn of Toron-
to told a news conference here
Monday the route selected for
the rally, billed as North
America’s toughest, will include
some of the roughest back
roads in the country, i

This is the first time the Ma-
ritimes have been included in
the rally route. Up for grabs
will be $14,000 in prize money.

Overnight stops are scheduled
in Regina, Fort William, Ont.,
Sudbury, Ont., Sherbrooke, Que.
and Saint John, N.B.

The rally has attracted some
of the biggest names in the
sport, including Ireland’s Paddy
Hopkirk, winner of the 1964
Monte Carlo rally. His naviga-|
tor will be Mike Kerry of Toron-
to.

Two-time winners Kalaus
Ross of Montreal and John Bird
of Toronto will also be entered.
Another high-rated team in-
cludes Paul MacLellan of Toron-
to and Jim Peters of Burlington,
Ont. MacLennan drove to victo-
ry with John Wilson in 1966
while Peters navigated for last
year's winner, Roger Clarke of
England.

Gunn predicts that only 40 of
the 77 cars entered will finish
this year’s grinding rally, Last |

year only 42 of 93 cars managed
to cross the finish line at Expa
'67 in Montreal,
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Total Of 17 Drivers Entered
In Cross-Canada Auto Rally

HALIFAX (CP) — Seventy-
seven cars are entered in the
4,000-mile cross-Canada aufo
rally which this year will take
competitors from Calgary to

Halifax June 1-7.

Organizer Jim Gunn of Toron-
to told a news conference here
Monday the route selected for
the rally, billed as North Am-
erica's toughest, will include
some of the roughest back roads
in the country.

This is the first time the Ma-
ritimes have been included in
the rally route. Up for grabs
will be $14,000 in prize money.

Overnight stops are scheduled
in Regina, Fort William, Ont.,

Sudbury, Ont., Sherbrooke, Que.
and Saini John, N.B.

The rally has attracted some
of the biggest nmames in the
sport, including Ireland's Paddy
Hopkirk, winner of the 1964
Monte Carlo rally. His naviga-
tor will be Mike Kerry of To-
ronto.

Two - time winners Klaus
Ross of Monireal and John Bird
of Toronto will also be entered.
Another high-rated team in-
cludes Paul MacLennan of To-
ronto and Jim Peters of Bur-
lington, Ont. MacLennan drove
to victory with John Wilson in
1966 while Peters navigated for
last year's winner, Roger
Clarke of England.
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Datsun Enters
4,000 Mile Rally

Datsun’s 1968 entry in the Shell
4000 car rally can truly be
called the ‘Team of champions’,

Winner of the manufacturer’s
team award in last year's event
the Nissan Autonmobile Co, has
assembled an im»ressive team
of rally ehamwvions to handle its
three Datsun 2000°s  in this
year’s 4000-mile competition
from Calgary to Ualitax, June
1-7.

Leading the Datsun team will
be South African Nationl Rally
Champion Fwold Van Bergen off
Pretoria, who will be competing
in his first Noveth Ameriean
rally, Van Bergen will be driv:
ing with Toronto's VPaul Man-
son, Lthe 1967 Canadian National
Rally Champion, Manson [i-
nishied third last year, navigat-
ing for Karl Schults in a Datsun
1300,

Datsun, however, is obviously
not content with only two Na-
tional champions.

Klaus Ross of Montreal and
John Bird of Toronto make up
the second crew, loss and Bird
are the only two-lime cham-
pions of the Shell 34060, winning
in 1964 and 1965, ltoss and Bird
were teamed together again
last year in (he 4000 but
transmission problems drop-
ped them to an 18th place finish,
This highly-regarded crew won
the Canadian Winter Rally in
1967, and arc a serious threat
in any event they enter, B

The third Datsun will be erew-
ed by Norm Matovich of Burna-
by, B, C,, and Id Deak of Van-
couver, Deak was also a mam-
ber of last year’s victorious
Datsun team. Both  Matovick
and Deak have chalked up seve-
ral  regional vally chamyion-
ships, although Matovich is bet-
ter known as i successful rac-
ing driver,

“White we e hoping o re-
tain the manulaciurers’ team
championship we won last year,
we want one of our cars o win
the rally outright”’, pointed out
team manager Doug  Wilson,
Vancouver,

The Datsun team has a dis-
tinct international flavour, In
addition lo South African Van
Bergen, Ross is o German-
born Canadian, while Deak is
Hungarian, The cars, of conrse
are made in Japan,

Van Bergen brings agreat deal
of  experience Lo the Datsun
team, lle has conmpeted in the
world-fumous  Monte  Carlo
Rally four times and won the
national championship of South
Mrica four times, Since 1958
e has competed annually in the
South African Nine-Howr en-
durance race,

Manson, meoanwhile, has avie-
tory shelf that loohs like o mu-
seum of rally awards, last
year alone he placed 1est m no
less than siv major Canadian
ratlics and sinee 1963 he has
been among e top eight in the
Ontario region rally champion-
ship.
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DATSUN THREAT
IN SHELL 14000

Datsun’s 1968 entry in the
Shell 4000 car rally can truly
be called the *“‘team of chame
pions”’,

Winner of the manufacturers?
team award in last year’s event,

the Nissan Automobile Co, has-

assembled an impressive team
of rully champions to handle its
three Datsun 2000’s in this year?’s
4,000-mile competition from
Calgary to Halifax, June 1 - 7,

Leading the Datsun team will
be South African National Rally
Champion Ewold Van Bergen of
Pretoria, who will be competing
in his first North American rally,
Van Bergen will be driving with
Toronto’s Paul Manson, the 1967
Canadian National Rally Chame
pion. Manson finished third last
vear, navigating for Karl Schultz
in a Datsun 1300,

Datsun, however, is obviously
not content with only two Nation=
al champions,

Klaus Ross of Montreal and
John Bird of Toronto make up
the second crew. Ross and Bird
are the only two~time champions
of the Shell 4000, winning in 1964
and 1965, Ross and Bird were

teamed together again last year
in the <4000’ but transmission
problems dropped them toan 18th
place finish, This highly-regard=-
ed crew won the Canadian Win-
ter Rally in 1967, and are a
serious threat in any event they
enter, )

The third Datsun will be crew=
ed by Norm Matovichof Burnaby,
B,C., and Ed Deak of Vancouver,
Deak was also a member of last
year’s victorious Datsun team.
Both Matovich and Deak have
chalked up several regional rally
championships, although Mato=
viech is better known as a suce
cessful racing driver,

“While we are hoping to re-
tain the manufacturers’ team
championship we won last year,
we want one of our cars to win
the rally outright’’, pointed out
team manager Doug Wilson, Van=
couver,

The Datsun team has adistinet
international flavour, In addition
to South African Van Bergen,
Ross isa German=born Canadian,
while Deak is Hungarian, The
cars, of course, are made in
Japan, :

Van Bergen brings a great deal
—of expeiience to the Datsunteam,

He has competed in the worlde=

famous - Monte Carlo Rally four
times and won the national chani-
pionship of South Africa four
times. Since 1958 he has com=
peted annually in the South Afri=
can Nine-Hour endurance race,

Manson, meanwhile, has avic-
tory shelf that looks like a,
museum of rally awards. Last
vear alone he placed first in no
less than six major Canadian ral=
lies and since 1963 he has been
among the top eight inthe Ontario
region rally championship.

The Datsun team becomes the
third company to enter the manu-
facturers' team category.
American Motors (Canada) Ltd.
and Norfolk Enterprises (Toyota
Corolles) have previously enter=
ed three-car teams. With two
Japanese companies entered, it
would appear that Japanisdeter-
mined to win North America’s

, top rally,
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Le rallye Shell au tempo moderne

Si I'on en juge par ce document, le tempo des coureurs du Rallye Shell-4000
est bien de I'époque d’aujourd’hui. Comme l'indique son nom, le Rallye Shell est
d’une distance de 4,000 milles et est considéré comme le plus important au pays.
Sur la photo, on reconnait, dans l‘ordre habituel, Guy L'Espérance, Kuno Witt-
mer, Henri Biard, André Beauséjour et Paul Rainville.
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Cross-Canada car rally

facing financial trouble

By BRUCE LEVETT

Canadian Press Sports Editor

The first car of the 1968
cross-Canada rally will roll
down the ramp at 7 p.m. June
1 in Calgary amid reports that
the 4,000-mile spectacle may
be in trouble.

People close to the rally or-

ganization say the sponsors,
Shell Oil Canada, Ltd., feel
they are not getting enough
return on their annual invq'st—
ment of about $200,000. 1

Shell is reported seeking a
progressive cutdown of its
sponsorship, putting up only
75 per cent of the cost mext
year and gradually reducing
this. If co-sponsors are not
lined up before the time for
planning next year’s event,
Shell may drop out entirely
before then. . .

Almost from the beginning
in 1961, when Shell sponsored
the first rally in conjunction
with the British Columbia Ih-
ternational Trade Fair, cori-
pany officials have been bitter.
about the amount of exposure
afforded the company name
in news reports of the event.

The problem is one which
affects sport on every level,
from the neighborhood grocer
who sponsors a Little League
ball club to industrial firms
which back rallies or races or
send hockey teams to interna-
tional tournaments.

More than 100 cars entered .

the first 4,000-mile Canadian
rally, Montreal to Vancouver,
in 1961, and most of them
made it.

" The following year, with the

same starting and finishing
points, 42 cars started. Omly
24 reached the destination but
most of them took home some
of the $6,000 total purse.

The rally went the other
way in 1963, and 42 of 47 start-
ers finished the six-day grind.

VISITORS COMPLAINED

The rally was brought up to
European standards in 1964—
visiting drivers had been com-
plaining that there was little
challenge in the 4,000, Closed
sections were introduced and
cars had to go at speed
through these on the Vancou-
ver-Montreal journey. Of 60
starters, 44 made it for part
of the $10,000 prize money.

In 1965, 64 cars lined up in
Montreal but only 37 survived
the snow and dust storms to
reach Vancouver.

A route switch was intro-
duced in 1966 and the cars
went from Vancouver to Que-
bec ‘City. Only 26 out of 60°
made it. .

The centennial rally in 1067
drew 100 entries out of Van-
couver. Only 42 rolled up to
the finish line at Expo 67.

This year, the prize money
totals more than $13,000.

For the first time, the take-
off point is Calgary and the
finish line is Halifax with
overnight stops in Regina,
Fort William, Sudbury, Ont.,
Sherbrooke, Que., and Saint
John, N.B.

Seventy-seven crews have
entered, with the possibility of
more fo come. it

There are three manufac-
turers’ entries in the field—
Datsun, Toyota and American
Motors. So far, 14 of th cars
are of Japanese manufacture.

Organizer Jim Gunn sees
the new stretch as the one to
sort out the cars and drivers.

“The Eastern Townships
are going to be rough if
spring arrives late there,”
Gunn says.

“The Maritimes will present
a difficult type of navigation,
more like a steeplechase with
cars going from farmhouse. to
farmhouse. There are long,
open stretches through parts
of the West where crews can
take it easy; in the Maritimes
there will be tough roads right
up to 30 miles from the finish,

“From Sherbrooke to Hali-
fax, for instance, there will be
no chance to rest.”
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Paul Maclennan, le
plus grand rallyeur
au (anada, sera de
nouveau en lice

SHERBROOKE, (JGP) — Re-
connu comme le plus grand
|rallyeur au Canada, Paul Mac-
Lennan, 33 ans, de King Onta.
rio, parlicipera encore cette an-
née au Rallye Shell-4000, du ler
au 7 juin prochain.
| A bord d'une Rambler Ame-
‘rican de 4753 c.c. el commandi-
té par American Molors (Cana.
da) Lid. ce pompier de North
York tentera de faire encore
mieux que l'an dernier, alors
(qu'il terminait de au classement
igénéral, En 1966. ce fut toute
une année pour lui alors qu'il
iremportail les grands honneurs,
|était le premier de sa classe,
remportait le premiar prix des
fabricants et etait membre de
I'équipe gagnante des fabri-
cants,

L'année précédente, il arri-
vait 2e au classemenil général
fut gagnant du Rallye d'Hiver
canadien en 1962, 1965 et 1966 et
iremporta le Rallye des Neiges
en 1964,

Deuxiéme conducteur

Jim Peters l'accompagnera
Jlors de la compétition de juin
'prochain. Peters, un directeur
industriel, était le navigateur (e,
I'équipe gagnante du Rallye!
\Shell-4000 de 1967, en compagnie’
|de Roger Clark. Il fut aussi pre-
mier de sa classe. Concurrent
expérimenté du Rallye d'Hiver
canadien, Peters, dgé de 32 ans,
a remporté les rallies Trail of]
'Conestoga et D.A.C. Climax en'
1966,

VAN BERGEN DEVRA
ETRE SURVEILLE |

SHERBROOKE, (JGP) —!
Le Sud-africain Ewold Leonard
van Bergen sera un autre can-
didat A surveiller lors du Ral-
Ive Shell 4000, qui sera couru
du ler au 7 juin prochain, de
Calgary & Halifax.

Cet ingénieur de 38 ans. au-|
ra comme navigateur Paull
Manson.

Van Bergen est I'un des plus
grands conducteurs au monde.
Il fut gagnant du Beira Inter-
national en 1963 et 1967 et du
Angola International en 1965.
De plus, il a été déclaré cham-
pion national du Rallye d'Afri-
que du Sud en 1960, 1964 et
1965; a participé au Rallye
de Monte-Carlo a_quatre re-|
prises, mais prend part pour
la premiére fois au  Rallye
Shell-4000.

Manson

Quant & Manson, c'est un
comptable possédant un bril-
lant dossier. 11 est agé de 28
ans et demeure a Toronto. !

I a terminé troisiéme _aui
classemenl général,  premier
de sa classe au Rallye Shell de
I'an dernier: 7e au classement
général en 1966 el Be en 1964,

Il a oté déclaré champion
national du Rallye en 1967: fut
plusieurs fois premier de six
épreuves importantes; a ga-
gné le trophée Wilson en 1967,]
comme étant le compétiteur le.
plus actif au Canada.

Van Bergen et Manson feront
le “voyage' a bord d'une Dat-
sun de 1998 c.c. et seront com-
mandités par Nissan Motor, de|
Tokyo, Japon.




