The provisional winner, the P/ymouth Barracuda, crewed by Scott Harvey and Ralph Beckian, sweeps round a corner at Carlton Place, on the Sudbroke Sherbrooke section

SHELL 4000 RALLY

—TRANS CANADA

SCOTT HARVEY (BARRACUDA) WINS—AT LAST!

\

STORY: Graham Robson

4,000 miles in six days—Calgary to Halifax.
American Motors Ramblers finish second
and third, win the Team Prizes; Paddy
Hopkirk’'s Cooper S disqualified; route
easy because of dry, dusty roads; only 14
retirements.

HE world’s longest rally, running almost
T across Canada, .was won last week by

Scott Harvey and Ralph Beckman in
a works-prepared Plymouth Barracuda S, with
4,480 c.c. (273 cu. in.) engine—the same car
Harvey had used to finish second last year.
Paddy Hopkirk and Mike Kerry led the rally

briefly in their works BMC Mini-Cooper S until
an overheating engine required a drastic solu-
tion: they fitted an auxiliary radiator in front of
the grille, but this was ruled illegal by rally
stewards and the car was disqualified at the end
of the fourth day. By then it didn’t matter any-
way as lost time on the road had dropped the
little car to about tenth place. American Motors
advanced their growing performance image by
taking second {Paul Maclennan), and third
(Tommy Jones), plus the manufacturers’ team
award. South African Ewold wvan Bergen's
Datsun 2000 finished fourth, the best of the
trio of works Japanese cars, but Tony Fall's
BMC 1800 was beaten for pace and could do no
better than seventh place.

Renowned in previous vears for unpredictable
road surfaces and many natural hazards, this
year's Shell 4000 ran throughout on dry, dusty
roads. Average speeds were easy to beat, and

the winner was decided on performance in a
mere eight special stages, totalling 155 miles.
The entry

From Britain, BMC sent two cars. while the
Finns were rallying in Greece. Paddy Hopkirk
was entered in a Group 2 Mini-Cooper S, actu-
ally registered GRX 5D like the car he had
driven in the 'disqualification Monte' more than
two years ago; the engine was back on SUs as
the new-fangled Weber-BMC prototype units aré’
giving trouble, and the front 'of the car
sported huge, rigid mud-flaps to help keep the
battery of lamps clean. Tony Fall had the red
and white 1800 which Brian Culcheth had
driven on the Monte (and was tested by Autocar
in March this year}-—mysteriously its registration
number had changed in the meantime! Both .
f.w.d. BMC cars had extra mileage recorders
driven from the rear wheels and guarded by

skids. b
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Scott Harvey brotight along the -same Barra-
cuda he had used in 1967, purposely using an
old car so that the now discontinued 273 cu. in.
vee-8 engine could be used in the under 5.000
c.c. class; his car was smartly turned out in
“’corporate blue” with spare mileage recording
drives taped to the front wings. The really
strong AMC team came from the Canadian fac-
tory at Windsor, with much encouragement
from over the border in Detroit, using the
Rambler American bodies with 290 cu. in.
(4,752 c.c.) engines. Both Barracuda and
Rambler American entries had four-speed floor
gearchanges instead of the more usual auto-
matics.

There were two serious Japanese teams.
Datsun sent a trio of their efficient-looking
2000s, which have a six-cylinder engine and
twin SU carburettors; they were shepherded by
lots of intense-locking mechanics. The Toyotas
were normal-looking Corallas, very nicely
prepared.

Sixty-nine cars turned up for the start, this
year placed on the edge of the Rockies at
Calgary. Over 4,000 miles were routed, with
overnight stops at Regina, Fort William, Sud-
bury, Sherbrooke University, St. John, and the
finish at Halifax, Nova Scotia,

Particular problems

The zealous organizers try to make life easier
for private owners by banning service on the
road, and limiting service work before night
stops.to 15 minutes with the drivers doing their
own work. What this means is that factories
and keen sponsored crews get their service
anyway—and behind bushes and off the route—
while the poor private owner scldiers on alone.

Because of the easyish nature of most roads,
artificial hazards are placed before the navi-
gators. Though some sections are straight
forward A-to-B, with a time allowance., many
also demand strict average speed keeping
(averages which may be changed in mid-section)
‘with unannounced controls thrown in to keep
navigators on their toes. This makes absolutely
accurate distance recorders necessary, with
duplicate drives often fitted to non-driven
wheels, and to get to grips with "'44.8 mph for
26.95 miles’” all navigators use Curta calcula-
tors, which look like pepper mills, are actually
miniature desk calculators, and are made in
Lichtenstein. Canadian navigators are essential
for all foreign drivers; Hopkirk chose Mike Kerry
and Tony Fall had Denis Johnson. To make the
whole plot a bit more confusing, there are
different target times for each class in the
special stages ('Closed Sections” in" Shell
language); this means that a Mini-Cooper S
can be significantly slower than the American
cars but still loses fewer penalties because of
a more favourable target time.

Start from Stampede Grounds

The start was from the world-famous Stampede
Grounds in Calgary on Saturday evening, 1 June.
Because of the vastness of the prairies, the first
two legs, Calgary to Regina, Regina to Fort
William, were to be the longest, and—this year

.—contained six of the eight special stages.

The first three stages came almost immedi-
ately, in the Rocky Mountains forest south of
Calgary. All were dry and very fast, so the over-
60 mph target times (even for small cars), were
possible for several crews. Even so, Scott
Harvey's Barracuda came through in the lead,
dropping only one penalty (just 10sec late on
one stage), ahead of Hopkirk’s Cooper S with

3 penalties, closely followed by the Ramblers
of Paul MacLennan and Tommy Jones. But at
Medicine Hat, where there was a brief halt for
fuel and rest, Hopkirk's car was already in
trouble. The engine was overheating badly and
had boiled most of its water away on the long
stages, so a hurried conference was called with
the nearby service crews.

Soon after the halt came stage 4, through the
Cypress Hill Park south of Medicine Hat, where
the 7-miler was a splendid Mini stage. In spite
of the hot engine, Hopkirk’'s car was quickest
and cleaned the sandy forest-type stage, while
most of the big American cars were too un-
wieldy; a herd of cows wandered across the road
at the wrong time, sufficient to hold up Mac-
Lennan briefly, but Scott Harvey had to come
to a complete standstill before picking his way
between the horns, and took a 7 point (70sec)
penalty. It was already clear that only about a
half-dozen drivers were really “‘rallying” with
the rest hoping to conserve their cars and wait-
ing for tricky road conditions farther east.
The tricks came immediately, however, when a
redundant instruction in the route cards caused
everyone to take the wrong track in the forests
and lose time: even Jim Peters (navigator to
winner Roger Clark last year), got confused in
the MacLennan Rambler. Having puzzled their
way back to the right road (and this on a strict
average speed section!), there were many long
faces, which lifted only when the organizers
decided to scrub timing at this point. There were
further protests about this at- the finish, not
resolved at the time of writing.

Every evening competitors were allowed 15

' and tyres were in demand.
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minutes in Parc Fermé to work on their cars.

At Regina they were mainly concerned with
shaking out the dust, but Gene Henderson's
Barracuda needed a new speedumet'r cable,

Regina to Fort William made an easier day,
though two special stages and a trip into the
USA (Wisconsin) added interest. Tony Fall rolled
the BMC 1800 on an easy road section—which
shattered the windscreen and battered the body-
work—but he continued undaunted; with a
damage penalty in the regulations he was faced
by a busy week getting the car straight again!
Hopkirk’'s Mini caused a sensation by appearing
soon after the re-start with an extra Mini radiator
bolted on to the front of the car in an effort to
coel the engine, and this immediately caused
Datsun drivers to inquire politely of the stewards
whether it was truly legal and Group 2; Hopkirk
said nothing, but pointed out that he would
have had to retire if this desperate measure
hadn’t been taken.

The Winnipeg area was eventful for Datsun,
for Klaus Ross (a two-time winner) had gearbox
trouble in his car, spent hours having it changed,
and had to enlist a police escort to get him
quickly through the city to the next controll
Sandilands special stage came next, and
favoured the big cars because it was so straight
and covered in deep sand. Probably no one was
trying harder than Paul Maclennan here, es-
pecially after his seat belt came unclasped and
the door flew open! The Datsuns sounded crisp
but were not very quick, and Hochreuter's
Porsche looked well but was driven slowly.
Quietly and carefully, Haydn Gozzard was

Denis Johnson rushes to check in at the end of the Sandilands special stage, while Tony Fall waits in the

BMC-entered Austin 1800







